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Overview
Intimate partner and domestic violence (IPV) pose a considerable threat to the well-being, safety, and security of vulnerable members of society across Scotland. Using quantitative methods, the candidate will provide a comprehensive overview of the spread, trends, and pockets of prevalence of this issue within Scotland. The 3-year PhD studentship will heavily rely on demographic and econometric techniques to uncover the causal relationships between key factors such as substance usage, unemployment, and early or young partnership with IPV. This work requires access to both cross-sectional data sources (such as census microdata, Crime surveys, and police reports) and longitudinal data sources (such as the Millennium Cohort Study and the Scottish Longitudinal Study). The student will conduct original research using secondary data, and in addition, disseminate the results in major conferences. Examining the underlying factors of violence within the home is a crucial public health issue (Sustainable Development Goal, SDG3) and of prime importance in achieving gender equality (SDG 5).
Why IPV in Scotland?
Intimate partner and domestic violence (IPV) present significant public health concerns that disproportionately impact women throughout Scotland. Despite a general decrease in violent crimes in Scotland, domestic violence has increased in in the recent years. These forms of violence encompass physical, emotional, and sexual violations, posing substantial threats to the safety and well-being of vulnerable individuals across the nation. Investigating the root causes of violence within domestic settings across family contexts is paramount as it constitutes the initial step towards addressing this pressing public health crisis in Scotland.
Although all genders can suffer from IPV, due to the far higher prevalence of women experiencing IPV, it is often referred to as gender-based violence. Compounded by the fact that women often are the primary caretaker of children and other kin, the experience of IPV tend to have a ripple effect on other family members. According to research, 14% of mothers with young children in Scotland have reported experiencing violence from their partners (Skafida et al., 2022). Children residing in abusive households are at risk of suffering both physical and emotional harm, and those who endure abuse during childhood are more likely to perpetrate violence themselves in the future. Previous research identified substance, particular alcohol, abuse to interpersonal violence occurring within the home (Stephens-Lewis et al., 2021). 
Leveraging quantitative data from sources such as the Scottish Crime Survey, Millennium Cohort Study, and police reports, the PhD candidate will potentially answer the following:
1. What is the geographic pattern of IPV across Scotland in the past 50 years? 
2. How do factors such as neighbourhood, household income, household composition, employment, substance usage interact with one another in IPV prevalence across different geographies? 
3. How are children of different sex, ethnicity, living under varying degree of deprivation differentially affected by violence experienced by their primary carer in cognitive and socio-emotional development? 
The PhD candidate may further identify their area of interest in the interaction and intersection of disadvantages experienced by vulnerable groups (ethnic & sexual minorities, women, children), and may consider seeking secondary supervision in conducting qualitative or spatial research if they wish. 
Impact 
This research on intimate partner and domestic violence (IPV) in Scotland holds significant implications for public health policy and intervention strategies. By providing a comprehensive overview of the spread, trends, and underlying factors of IPV, the study offers valuable insights for policymakers, healthcare professionals, and community organizations to combat and assist individuals experiencing IPV. Understanding the causal relationships between factors like substance usage, unemployment, and early partnership with IPV can inform targeted prevention efforts and support services. Most importantly, the intergenerational transfer of violence is well-documented. Breaking the cycle of violence requires effective policy intervention based on evidence produced through high-quality research. 
This PhD opportunity aims to provide training in both substantive and methodological expertise in conducting population research, using individual-level data from secondary sources. Furthermore, the candidate will be encouraged to apply critical perspectives in examining the perception of victimhood, shame, and deprivation when exploring this complex form of violence. This study aims to promote knowledge that is applied and actionable for effectively addressing IPV. In addition, it means to deepen the understanding of the mechanisms underlying domestic violence, as experienced by both direct and indirect recipients. 
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